
Fairview City Library Collection Development Policy 
(Effective January 20, 2026) 

 
The purpose of the Collection Development Policy is to guide librarians and the Library Board of 
Trustees (hereafter, the Board) and to inform the public of the principles upon which selections are 
made. Included in the policy are the American Library Association’s (ALA’s) “Library Bill of Rights” 
(Appendix A), the “Freedom to Read” statement (Appendix B), issued jointly by the ALA and the 
Association of American Publishers, and the “Free Access to Libraries for Minors.” (Appendix C) 
 
The Policy is directed towards building and maintaining, within the limits imposed by available funds 
and space, a collection of library materials representing a range of interests, tastes, viewpoints, 
values, and levels of ability. The intent is that the collection be balanced to serve the greatest number 
of library users, specifically within the Fairview City community, our community partners; Indianola, 
Spring City, and Wales, and residents of Sanpete County. Our intent is to serve our community with 
types of materials that reflect the interests and needs of our local community to the best of our ability. 
In following this Policy, neither the Library nor its Board endorses every thought, expression, or belief 
represented in the library’s collection.  
 
Types of Materials 
 
The library provides access to information in a variety of print and non print formats. Currently, books, 
DVDs. and audiobooks are available for checkout. Downloadable audio and e-books are available on 
Utah State Library’s Online Library through the Libby app for anyone who holds a current library card.  
 
Criteria of Selection 
 
Material selection is based on the professional knowledge and judgment of the staff. This knowledge 
includes familiarity with all types of materials, familiarity with the strengths and weaknesses of the 
existing collections, and awareness of the needs of the community. Suggestions from patrons are 
welcome and are given serious consideration. General criteria applied in selecting library materials 
include, but are not limited to: 
 
1.  Importance of the subject matter to the collection as a whole 
2.  Reputation and/or significance of the author 
3.  Local interest: is it relevant to community needs 
4.  Cost and shelving limitations 
5.  Acceptable reviews in recognized review media 
5.  Support of library programs and initiatives 
6.  Timeliness or permanence of the work 
7.  Reputation and standing of the publisher 
 
Statement of Responsibility 
 
Selection of library materials is delegated to staff members qualified for this duty by education, 
training, interest, and/or job classification. The final responsibility for all selected resources rests with 
the Library Director who operates within the framework of policies adopted by the Board.  



 
Gifts and Donations 
 
The library accepts gifts for the collection using the same criteria as purchased materials. Decisions 
regarding the final disposition of gifts are the sole responsibility of the Library Director, operating under 
the policies adopted by the Board. The following guidelines apply to gifts.  
 
1.  Not all gifts will be added to the collection. Items not added will not be returned to the donor.  
2.  The Library retains unconditional ownership of the gift.  
3.  The Library reserves the right to decide the conditions of display, housing, and access to the  
     Materials. 
4.  Gifts added to the collection are housed in the most appropriate locations, determined by  
     staff.  
5.  Unused gifts may be sold at a public sale, with the proceeds going into the library’s accounts,  
     or they may be disposed of through other means determined by the Library.  
6.  The Library does not place a value on gifts nor provide appraisals for income tax or other  
     purposes.  
 
The library is pleased to accept monetary gifts intended for the purchase of library materials when the 
donor’s intentions for the gifts and the library’s collection development objectives are consistent.  
 
Collection Evaluation and Maintenance 
 
The library manages its collections to maintain the timeliness, attractiveness, and balance of the 
collection. The Library has an obligation to withdraw materials that are obsolete, damaged beyond 
repair, no longer in demand, or are duplications. Materials withdrawn from the collection may be sold 
or donated to an organization. The Library will use all proceeds from sale items to purchase needed 
items for the Library. Criteria for evaluating material to be withdrawn include, but are not limited to: 
 
    1.   Physical condition 
    2.  Cost of repair or replacement 
    3.  Space considerations 
    4.  Availability of the material in alternative formats or locations 
    5.  Superseded, inaccurate, or out-of-date content 
    6.  Usage 
    7.  Historical significance, interest, or value 
 
Content alone will not be a criterion used to evaluate materials to be withdrawn. The sole 
responsibility and final decision on items to be withdrawn lies with the Library Director, following the  
Board-approved materials selection policy.  
 
Controversial Materials and Reconsideration of Library Materials 
 
The Library recognizes that some materials may offend some patrons. Selections will not be made 
based on anticipated approval or disapproval, but solely on the merits of the work in relation to the 
building of the collection and to serving the interests of our library patrons.  



 
Responsibility for the reading, viewing and listening of minors rests solely with their parents or legal 
guardians. Selection of material will not be inhibited by the possibility that the material may 
inadvertently come into the possession of minors. Library materials will not be marked or identified to 
show approval or disapproval of the contents and no materials will be removed from the shelves 
except for the express purpose of storage or protection from mutilation or theft, as in the case of 
Special Collection items of historical/local interest.  
 
The selection of material is not a library endorsement of the viewpoint expressed.  
 
Objections to Library Materials 
 
The Library welcomes expression of opinion from patrons concerning materials selected or not 
selected for the collection. If a patron wishes to question the content, tone, or placement of an item in 
the collection , he or she may fill out the Statement of Concern form available at the circulation desk. 
After receiving the completed form, the board will consider the request. The board must make their 
decision based on the principles of the collection development policy and must not violate the Library 
Bill of Rights, the Freedom to Read Statement, nor the Free Access to Libraries Bill of Rights. After 
the complaint has been thoroughly reviewed, the Board will offer its recommendation to the Library 
Director who will make the final decision about the item in question. Then the Director will provide a 
written explanation of the decision to the person who submitted the request. This will be done in a 
timely manner, usually within thirty days of receiving the written request. This decision will be final 
unless overturned by a court of  authority. The Board will only consider formal, written requests.  
 
 
 
 


